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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Longmont Open Space Master Plan has been updated by the City of Longmont’s Public Works and
Natural Resources Department (PWNR) guided by community input and a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC).

The City’s ordinance, O-2000-41, that created the Open Space Program remains the guiding basis for this
update, and the original 2002 Open Space and Trails Master Plan provides the foundation. Input from
the general public, City staff, the TAC, and the consulting team confirms that the ordinance represents
the needs and desires of Longmont; these desires are as strong as ever, with even more urgency noted.
The open space criteria spelled out in the ordinance identifies characteristics of suitable land for
preserving as open space in the study area. Throughout the process, input received from the community
validated that these criteria remain current, so the criteria were not changed as part of this update.
However, the community felt that the vision and goals of the Open Space Program needed “refreshing.”

COMMUNITY INPUT

The community input during the 2018 update included:

e Public workshops — Two workshops were held. The first was intended to inform the community
about the process, gather initial thoughts regarding the strengths and opportunities of the
program, and to inform development of a survey. The second workshop presented findings to
the community and asked participants to respond and identify ways to use the information,
including updating mapping tools and the overall goals and vision of the program.

e Community surveys — Two surveys were developed. A statistically-valid, invitation-only survey
was widely distributed through a community mailing and reached approximately 4,500
households. A separate survey was available to the general public through an open link option.
The final sample size for the statistically-valid survey was 629, resulting in a margin of error of
approximately +/- 3.9 percentage points calculated for questions at 50 percent response. The
open link survey received an additional 312 responses.

e Additional input was received through TAC interviews and meetings. This committee was
comprised of City of Longmont staff representing a variety of Departments, as well as
representatives from other agencies and resource experts.

Support for the plan has been evident through the community involvement process. A draft plan was
taken to the Board of Environmental Affairs (BEA) on May 16 as well as the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board (PRAB) on June 11, for discussion. On June 11, 2018, the PRAB voted to recommend the
plan to City Council for adoption and implementation. City Council reviewed the draft plan and Board
recommendations on July 10, 2018.




ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Open Space Program has celebrated many accomplishments since the 2002 Master Plan, including:

e Acquiring land within the St. Vrain Creek Corridor, east of Martin Street to St. Vrain State Park.
This enabled the construction of the St. Vrain Greenway, which currently extends for 9.5 miles
through Longmont.

* Acquiring 722 acres for the Union Reservoir Community Buffer, which includes the Hartman,
French, Hernor, Sipe, Adrian, Rider, and Bogott Open Spaces.

e Managing over 1,000 acres under seven agricultural leases, which supports the local food
market with items such as Winter Wheat, Sugarbeets, Barley, Shelled Corn, Alfalfa, Grass Hay,
etc. This equates to over 15,000 tons and nearly 23,000 bushels of crops on an annual basis.

< Wildlife and vegetation management on 3,647 acres of non-agricultural lands.

= Providing the Chick Clark Youth Fishing Education Program, which celebrated its 16" Year on
March 24, 2018 and providing fishing opportunities for At-Risk-Youth of the City’s Youth Center
through the “Fishing with a Fireman” program, both activities at Izaak Walton Park.

» Developing and implementing the Lake Mclintosh Trail/Park Master Plan.

e Providing a foundation for the City-wide Wildlife Management Plan, which was adopted in 2005.

» Developing partnerships with Boulder County Park and Open Space, Weld County, Colorado
Parks and Wildlife, Longmont Conservation District, Aggregate Industries, and Great Outdoors
Colorado.

e Coordinating Oil & Gas monitoring throughout the City since 2012.

e Providing a variety of volunteer/stewardship opportunities throughout the community
including, raptor monitoring, tree planting, native seed collection, native plant propagation,
noxious weed removal, and others.

This Plan builds on the accomplishments of the Open Space Program and furthers the City of Longmont’s
position as a regional leader in open space.

The information presented within the Open Space Master Plan Update is intended to support the
direction the community described within the Envision Longmont Multimodal & Comprehensive Plan
(Envision Longmont) and the Sustainability Plan, as well as other planning documents of the City. The
vision, goals, and recommendations within this plan have been updated to reflect the Open Space
Program’s role in providing “A Sustainable and Resilient Longmont.”




VISION AND GOALS FOR THE OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
PROGRAM

A Vision Statement, developed through the public process, blended with Open Space Criteria and
resultant goals has been used to help develop the plan.
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Connecting our community with our natural resources by:

GOALS
1.

2.

Protecting our natural resources

Respecting our natural environment

Balancing our growth

Furthering our community identity

Providing experiential opportunities

Educating a new generation of stewards

Protecting what we value

Promoting a “Sustainable and Resilient Longmont” today and into the future

Preserve and Enhance Our Natural Resources

Preserve and enhance natural areas, wildlife habitat and movement corridors, wetlands,
agriculture, and visual corridors. Conserve natural resources including, but not limited to, forest
lands, grass lands, agricultural lands, aquifer recharge areas, and surface water.

Acknowledge and Support Other Planning Efforts and Potential Collaborations

Implement greenway and open space policies and strategies of Envision Longmont and integrate
efforts with the Parks & Recreation Master Plan, the Sustainability Plan, and other community
plans.

Shape the Identity of Longmont
Provide urban shaping buffers between municipalities and use appropriate signage to identify
the open space and trails system within the city.

Provide Connections

Connect neighborhoods to open space through linkages and trails away from noise and traffic
where possible, providing regional connections and access to public lakes, streams corridors,
other usable Open Space lands, and scenic corridors.




5. Provide Passive, Low Impact Recreation Compatible with Resource Protection Goals
Complement the active recreation available on the City’s parkland with low-impact recreational
and educational opportunities, building appreciation of, and stewardship for, what the open
space has to offer, while protecting this asset. Providing opportunities to interact with these
open space areas, such as hiking, biking, bird watching, fishing, picnicking, or simply enjoying
nature, is critical to maximizing the benefits that open space provides.

6. Embrace Public Engagement
Provide community-wide awareness and education about Longmont’s open space lands and
resources while engaging the public to gain input and provide opportunities for stewardship.
Promote learning about the natural and cultural heritage and collaborative efforts to preserve
and enhance public lands through efforts like the presence of rangers, programming, and
marketing efforts.

7. Ensure Funding to Fulfill the Vision
Seek additional funding sources while open space is still available to be acquired and continue to
develop a secure and sustainable funding stream for the future. Ensure an appropriate balance
of maintenance and operation funding to properly care for acquired lands.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. OPEN SPACE ACQUISITION
1. Apply the open space criteria through a tiered filtered approach for prioritizing acquisitions.

Initial Filter/Tier I: Mapping tools, based on the open space criteria of the Open Space Ordinance, are to
be used as a guide to broadly determine how many and what type of values are present or possible on
the property, including:

e Ecology and wildlife

e Agricultural lands

e Visual corridors

e Linkage/access connections

e Urban shaping/buffer

e Surface water

e Low-impact recreation

Second, Finer Filter/Tier II; At this level, individual parcels are examined with a finer filter. Evaluation
tools and additional field study are to be used to further assess individual parcels to determine the
degree of value present; evaluation criteria include:
e Willingness of seller to sell property
« Wildlife/vegetation and restoration potential
e Recreation value and adjacent land uses
e Cost/benefit of acquisition and long-term management/maintenance/repair
e Cultural and historic value
= Ecosystem service benefit (infiltration, reducing runoff, enhancing water quality, heat island
effect reduction, tree canopy, air quality, floodplain, environmental health, watershed
protection, water conservation, etc.)
e Equitable access




This evaluation will allow staff to determine and compare acquisition priorities.

Third, Finest Filter/Tier lll; Determination to be made regarding who should acquire the parcel (if itis a
partnering opportunity) and what the appropriate acquisition technique would be. One intent of the
partnership is for the partner to hold a conservation easement on the fee acquisition to provide an
additional level of protection for the land.

1.

w

Provide Boulder and Weld Counties with Master Plan Update after approval by the City to solicit
support. Cooperation and support to be sought with neighboring municipalities with interests in the
study area.

Meet with Planning & Development Services (PDS) Staff to review and evaluate the applicability of
the regulatory techniques and financial incentives to determine which may be appropriate for use.

Evaluate future Open Space ballot initiatives or extensions to continue the dedicating funding
source.

. TRAIL ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT

Ensure that open space funding for trails is consistent with trails on open space properties, regional
trail development, or is for connections to open space or greenway properties. For other trails or
trail connections, reference the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, or Envision Longmont and the
Enhanced Multi-Use Corridor Plan to seek the appropriate funding source.

Provide a recreational, multi-use corridor without favoring a specific type of user, as a general
philosophy of trails. The Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan provides system-wide guidance
for the needs of the trail system throughout the City.

Follow accepted property or area management plans and avoid sensitive wildlife habitat, riparian
and movement corridors, productive agricultural lands, etc. for trail location and placement.

Follow guidelines established in the St. Vrain Greenway Master Plan Update (2001) for trail types
and cross sections, structures, and trail furnishings. Furnishings and signage is the same or similar
with appropriate modifications made for more rural and natural settings. For example, the blue
color scheme might become an earth-toned scheme of greens and browns. Open Space signage and
amenities should promote the unique identity and character of City of Longmont Open Space while
also tying into and relating to the city’s park and greenway standards.

Plan and construct trailheads where roads intersect trails and a suitable pull-out or curb cut can be
attained, especially in rural areas, if they occur.

Conduct an inventory of social trails within the system to determine which can be incorporated into
City-maintained trails, and which need to be closed.




C. UPDATING KEY OPPORTUNITIES

Staffing and Administration

1.

Emphasize the importance and role of the Park Rangers for the purpose of natural resources
protection and visitor services.

2. Continue to grow the volunteer programs within the Natural Resources Division to foster
Community Stewardship.

3. Continue to dedicate employee resources to focus on vegetation, weed, and wildlife management.

4. Rely on research and evaluation for science-based management.

5. Engage the PRAB and the Board of Environmental Affairs to advise City Council on the preservation,
acquisition, and management of open space, along with the acquisition, provision, and management
of active park and recreation resources.

6. Seek partnerships for each fee acquisition to hold a conservation easement on the parcel to provide
an additional level of protection for the land.

7. Coordinate with Recreation Services to provide environmental and educational programing.

8. Combine the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan with the Open Space Master Plan for a more
holistic planning document when the next plan update occurs.

Signage

1. Follow the guidelines established in the St. Vrain Greenway Master Plan Update (2001). Signage is
the same or similar with appropriate modifications made for more rural and natural settings. For
example, the blue color scheme might become an earth-toned scheme of greens and browns.

2. Include entry signs for parcels with access, boundary, and identification signs for parcels not open to
public access, trail wayfinding signs, and information kiosks with maps.

3. Conduct a system-wide evaluation to determine the current need for signage through the system.

Naming of Properties

1. Keep the lands that are currently named under the same name when acquired by the City.

2. Follow the same policy and procedure as established for park naming for properties with public
access.

Memorials

1. Designate and standardize plaques used for memorial benches and trees.




Low-Impact and Passive Recreation
1. Define low-impact or passive recreation:

Low-impact or passive recreation is outdoor recreation that:

Requires minimal development on the recreational site

Provides educational, health and well-being, restorative, and pleasurable opportunities to
the public

Preserves wildlife and the natural ecosystem of the area and is environmentally sensitive
Focuses on the area in its natural state, minimizing environmental impact

Has minimal rules of engagement, coordination, formal programming, etc.

Includes non-consumptive uses such as wildlife observation, walking, biking, etc.
Emphasizes preservation

2. Art, fishing, hiking/jogging, non-motor boating, photography, picnicking, reading, and wildlife
viewing are generally appropriate on open space lands. Establish additional parameters and allow
these activities on open space lands.

3. Other activities may not generally be appropriate or compatible with open space; however, certain
activities could be addressed on a case-by-case basis. The City will need to determine if they are
appropriate for park land and could be accommodated on open space land without undue impact to
the property and its resources.

4. Certain uses, such as bikers and horses on the trails system were generally found to be incompatible
with open space lands but could be acceptable on a trail system within open space. Restrict these
types of activities to designated portions of the trails system.

5. Engage the PRAB to determine the appropriateness of recreational activities on open space lands by
weighing recreational needs versus available land resources throughout the system.

6. Communicate intentions when acquiring property for parks or for open space. Develop site plans
for use and management for each parcel or area based on the purpose of acquiring the property and
continuing public process.

Dog Management
1. Continue the overall philosophy of:

Not allowing dogs off leash on open space properties

Allowing dogs on-leash in designated areas

Designating areas where dogs are not allowed in order to protect wildlife resources and to
provide a dog-free trail experience

2. Consider specific areas to be set aside for off-leash dogs. Conduct a comprehensive evaluation of
the entire park system to determine where dog off leash areas are appropriate.




3. Develop a comprehensive effort to address the issue of dog management including:
e An educational campaign
« The creation of a map showing areas for dogs on leash, dogs off-leash, and no dogs areas
« The creation of coalition including local dog owner groups and the Humane Society
e Cooperation with Animal Control Units from the City and the Counties

Wildlife

1. Acquire and manage open space lands to maintain ecosystems and environments and to accomplish
multiple goals. Allow the coexistence of wildlife and human activity on open space properties
whenever possible.

2. Preserve existing wildlife habitats and improve degraded
habitats.

3. Incorporate the following into the wildlife management plan
being initiated in the fall of 2018:

e Collaborate with neighboring jurisdictions and resource
agencies.

e Include a section addressing prairie dog habitat
management, as this remains one of the largest single
wildlife issues facing the City.

« Include sections addressing species of concern for the
Longmont community and threatened and endangered
species such as the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse;
these species are known to inhabit the study area.

* Review and enhance the City’s wildlife movement
corridors, which could include riparian corridors along
streams, ditches, and creeks like the St. Vrain Creek, Left
Hand Creek, Spring Gulch, etc.

Agricultural Lands
1. Ensure that the agricultural preservation efforts, which typically fall outside of the Longmont
Planning Area (LPA):

a. Support economically viable farming in Longmont
b. Preserve cultural landscapes
c. Maintain viewsheds
d. Provide wildlife corridors
e. Create community buffers

2. Utilize smaller scale, urban agriculture on properties within the LPA to support:
a. Local food production
b. Small scale farming operations
¢. Community supported agriculture

3. Communicate the value, purpose, and heritage of agricultural lands to the public
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Gravel Mining and Mineral Rights/Oil and Gas Development and Code

1.

Consider gravel mining, water rights, and other mineral rights on a case-by-case basis using relevant
information presented in the City’s planning documents and current circumstances, such as funding
and other priorities.

Incorporate the City’s Code regarding oil and gas development on City open space along with
supporting an operating philosophy to:
i. Acquire all minerals rights as well as historical water rights, if available.
ii. All royalties from Open Space properties should be deposited into the Open Space Fund
accounts.
iii. Request agreements in cases where mineral rights have been severed based on the
following standards:
1) If no drilling has occurred — request agreement stipulating no surface
disturbance.
2) If already drilled — request agreement stipulating no further surface
disturbance.
iv. Provide more oversight and increased inspections of oil and gas production/sites, to be
paid through royalty account.

Monitor the effects of oil and gas development on open space areas over time.

Communicate the economic benefits and associated risks along with the intention of these
acquisitions to the public, in an effort to maintain program accountability and integrity.

Long Range Management and Maintenance Costs

1.

2.

Utilize historical data and comparative data to:

« Determine the appropriate balance of resource allocation to each site and for the program
as awhole.

e Determine more accurate costs, including the balance of acquisition vs.
maintenance/development needs, during annual budget cycles.

» Develop communication efforts of the City to further establish trust and advocacy.

e Establish evaluation metrics to determine how well resources are meeting the needs of the
community.

Explore strategies to extend the dedicated Open Space Sales Tax funding beyond 2034. Steps will
need to be taken to ensure that long-term funding for management and maintenance of the lands is
secured. Discussions may need to take place in the very near future to meet current open space
desires, to allow adequate time to appropriately assess the desires of the community before the
expiration of the tax.

Area Management Plans

1.

Define areas to accommodate the different uses and needs of the lands as an efficient management
tool, creating an inventory of what exists in each area and developing methods and costing of
ongoing management and maintenance for each area.




D. NEW OPPORTUNITIES IDENTIFIED DURING THE UPDATE PROCESS

Alignment with Other Planning Efforts

1. Consider other planning documents when determining the appropriate allocation of funding,
priority projects, and appropriate implementation strategies.

2. Communicate the City’s and the Program’s accomplishments by creating messaging that
incorporates how and why resources are allocated, and the collaborative efforts between
Departments.

3. Combine the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan with the Open Space Master Plan the next
planning update. This will result in a more holistic approach for recreation delivery across the city.

Annexing Open Space When Possible
1. Annex property that has been purchased and is part of the open space system to the City of
Longmont whenever possible.

Awareness and Education
1. Strategize with the PWNR Communications and Marketing teams about ways to build support for
the Open Space Program through key messages that include:
a. Sharing the vision and goals of the Open Space Program.
b. Developing programming to increase user engagement and education.
c. Providing education about the purpose, intent, and prioritization for all projects (capital,
wildlife, preservation, etc.).
d. Increasing interpretive and property identification signage.
e. Communicating the economic value and benefits to public health provided by Longmont’s
open space.
2. Communicating the economic value and benefits to public health provided by Longmont’s open
space. Communicate the economic benefits and associated risks along with the intention of these
opportunities to the public, in an effort to maintain program accountability and integrity.

Updating the Plan

The progress on this Open Space Master Plan Update should be reviewed annually, with an update of
the plan every five years. Priorities for acquisition and activities that are acceptable may change over
time, and other planning documents of the City of Longmont and surrounding areas will be updated and
may have an impact on this program.

The 2002 Plan was called the Longmont Open Space and Trails Master Plan and provided more
significant direction regarding trail development. Since 2002, trail development has been addressed
through other planning documents, providing a more comprehensive approach. At the time of the next
update, this plan should also be merged with the Parks, Recreation, and Trails Plan (changing the format
of this document) to provide a more comprehensive view of recreational and outdoor opportunities
throughout the community.

Changes, amendments, or updates to the plan should be in line with other City planning efforts. This
update supports the direction of the City’s other planning efforts, such as Envision Longmont and the
Sustainability Plan.




|. PROPOSED PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION

A. OVERVIEW

The guiding basis for updating this plan has been the City’s ordinance that created Longmont’s Open
Space Program, along with a broad-based participatory process that has included the public and a
knowledgeable Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) representing agencies and interests at the state,
county, and municipal levels. The ordinance may be found in Appendix A.

THE 2002 PLAN

The original plan was developed through a process that started with reviewing, testing, and cross-
checking the ordinance to verify that it fully and accurately represented the needs and desires of the
Longmont community. Based upon input from the consulting team, the TAC, PRAB, and the general
public, the ordinance was determined to stand up very well without the need for amendment or
annotation. Input at the public meetings supported equal weighting of the Open Space Ordinance
Criteria, and the community survey revealed a fairly balanced support of all uses, with conservation and
resource-based uses as slightly higher ranked priorities. As a result, the study process proceeded with
the open space criteria spelled out in the ordinance, with equal weighting, as the basis for identifying
suitable lands for preserving as open space within the study area.

The next step was to get a sense of what the people of Longmont thought open space should look and
feel like. Where should it be located? What activities or uses should it support? How should it be
managed? To get these answers, a series of workshop activities and a community survey were
conducted. It should be noted that it is the intent of the City of Longmont to only pursue the acquisition
of land with willing sellers.

Simultaneously, information from existing resource inventories, regional plans, and other data sources
was compiled into a single GIS database and analyzed to determine how the landscape within the study
area stacked up against the criteria in the ordinance.

The final step was to synthesize the public input with the physical characteristics of the lands within the
study area to arrive at a comprehensive plan for acquiring and managing land for open space.

THE UPDATE

This update followed a similar process, utilizing the 2002 plan, existing City planning documents, and the
accomplishments to date as a starting point. The project team guided the development of a public input
process which included a statistically-valid survey, an open survey, and public workshops. The goal of
each was validating elements that exist within the plan and making updates where appropriate.

In general, this update process resulted in similar conclusions to the 2002 process, determining that the
criteria and much of the plan are still in line with community wants and needs.




B. THE STUDY AREA

The study area is generally defined by 65™ Street on the west, Vermillion Road on the north, Weld
County Road 8 on the east, and Oxford Road on the south. This area is approximately 80 square miles
(51,200 acres) in size and includes all of the City of Longmont as well as rural portions of Boulder and
Weld Counties. The entire area lies within the northern portion of the Front Range that sits on a
piedmont plain at the base of the Rocky Mountains, a broad, rolling basin that contains the South Platte
River and its tributaries. Major tributaries running through the study area are the St. Vrain River, Left
Hand Creek, and Boulder Creek.

The natural character of this landscape is an open grassland laced with perennial streams along which
groves of cottonwoods and other riparian vegetation can be found. Farming and gravel mining over the
past 150 years have transformed this landscape with a patchwork quilt of plowed fields, wetlands,
ditches, roadways, and settlements. The area remains an attractive blend of rural farmsteads and
natural areas, backdropped with spectacular views of the Rocky Mountains, with Longs Peak as a focal
point.

As with the 2002 Plan, the City of Longmont is rapidly changing in character due to continued growth. It
has evolved from a farm and railroad town to a full-service community centrally located between
Boulder, Fort Collins, and the Denver Metropolitan area. Longmont is a progressive city with its own
industry and commercial base. Longmont is the site of some of the first new urbanist developments in
Colorado, including Prospect and Quail Ridge. The City is also progressive with regard to parks and trails
development, with the St. Vrain Greenway as a prime example.

At the time of this update, the City of Longmont Open Space Program, consisting of open space, nature
areas, and greenways, has grown to approximately 4,570 acres across 32 properties as shown in Figure
1, and 94 miles of trails (city-wide); serving approximately 95,000 community members. It should be
noted that this figure includes properties owned by Boulder County and Weld County, highlighting the
partnerships with neighboring agencies that help provide opportunities for trails, acquisition, etc.

City of Longmont, Colorado



Figure 1: 2018 Longmont Open Space, Nature Areas, and Greenways

A | B c | D
o/ 2 I L AT 1 1 1
City of Longmont Open Space, Nature Areas and Greenways || Lo @ oe sosce. ot Aress! Greenways
1 4 /5 : 3 A 0%1(: Ignpgzz:l?::ms
e Existing Park
Undeveloped Future Park
County and State 0S/Park Lands
Boulder County L
! State of Colorado
STATE HWY 66 Area Creeks and Streams
% AreaLakes

chy Greenway

1

3

twl U
T

g
\

7

LS

7 a — 3 =g
— i _0‘65
d = 3 o

ry Creek Greenway.- A T
o

z &
< a‘ '
m <1
a
«
- %
e &
2 \L__ =

D7 uni

&

= L/—/ 2 Bt /
Qe \ ¥ il N =
15 . || b [ ['5 a
~Ey 13 e (e -
= p Rt f o
= e € /
e 4 ir z -
A -
N P Wy | =
) el S /8 e z
L u E 5
e g ~
[Citr of Lorgnion Qe Spce, Neture Areas snd Greemears
Hartman 05 an 44A  Peschel Conservation Easement Rogers Grove Nature Area and Open Space
Sipe Conservation Zasement nkon R ature Area 15 Sherwood Golden Ponds Nature Arsa
Franch 08 oulder Crook E 16A  Bachman Canssrvation Eazomant Fowier 08
French Conservation Easement & 16 Hodges Conservation Ezsement Lake Meintosh Nature Arca
Heenor OS AT Schlagel Conservation Eassemsnt Cal Lake Nature.
Hernor Consarvation Easament 8 Ohmie Future Naturs Area
Jim Hamm Nature Area 19 Golden Fams 0S s
Bogott 03 20 Dickens Farm Matura Area and Open Space P
Rider 03 21 izzak Walton Nature Area ? E ~N ¥ A g
“City has purchasod rights fo pravent futuro devolopmant
aﬁ. LONGMONT, COLORADO L
= - = T = ) T

1. Hartman Open Space
1A. Sipe Conservation Easement
2. French Open Space

2A. French Conservation Easement

3. Hernor Open Space

3A. Hernor Conservation Easement

4. Jim Hamm Nature Area

5.  Bogott Open Space

6. Rider Open Space

7. Adrian Open Space

8.  Union Reservoir Nature Area
9

Boulder Creek Estates Open Space

10. Hayes Conservation Easement
11. Distel Donation Open Space
12. Sandstone Ranch Nature Area
13. Collins Open Space

13A. Collins Conservation Easement
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14.
14A.
15.
15A.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

23.
24,
25.
26.

The above map highlights the City of Longmont Open Space, Nature Areas, Greenways, and
Conservation Easements:

Peschel Open Space

Peschel Conservation Easement
Sherwood Open Space

Bachman Conservation Easement
Hodges Conservation Easement
Schlagel Conservation Easement
Ohmie Future Nature Area

Golden Farms Open Space

Dickens Farm Nature Area and Open
Space

Izaak Walton Nature Area

Rogers Grove Nature Area and Open
Space

Golden Ponds Nature Area

Fowler Open Space

Lake Mcintosh Nature Area

McCall Lake Nature Area

| 13



C. DATA COLLECTION

Information from the initial planning process in 2002 indicated that the criteria in the ordinance were
valid and should be applied in a balanced manner as the primary basis for selecting and managing open
space lands. Some additional criteria and issues were identified as secondary concerns. The update
process identified similar findings to 2002 Plan. The data presented within this update follows a similar
structure to the 2002 Plan, with new information incorporated into ongoing/continued issues, and new
issues being discussed and analyzed.

City of Longmont data from the previous master plan was updated as appropriate for this study.
Primary sources of this data included GIS files from the City of Longmont, Boulder County, and Weld
County. Previous data and information on wildlife, ecology, and agricultural lands obtained from
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the Colorado
Natural Heritage Program (CNHP), the City of Longmont, and select private studies was considered to
still be valid in 2018.

Updated mapping was reviewed by TAC. It is important to note that there were no field verifications of
any data, and it represents a single point in time. The compiled database is suitable for this study in its
current updated, annotated, and compiled format. It has usefulness to the City and counties for other
purposes beyond this study.

D. ACQUISITION

The “Methodology for Applying the Open Space Criteria” from the 2002 plan is considered to be valid
and was therefore not updated as part of the 2018 planning effort. The following weighted values map
represents a summary of the Tier | data used to assess potential acquisition parcels. In this analysis,
seven different variables were analyzed and overlaid to create the final weighted values analysis, which
is displayed in the center map in Figure 2, that shows the most valuable or desired areas in darker
shades of red. The seven variables include:

e Low impact recreation

e Trail linkages

e Urban shaping buffers and corridors

e View corridors

e Wildlife and plant ecology

e Surface water

< Nationally significant agriculture lands.




Figure 2: Weighted Value Overlay Analysis Mapping
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METHODOLOGY FOR APPLYING THE OPEN SPACE
CRITERIA

This methodology was created during the 2002 plan. It
was analyzed by the project team and staff during the
update process and considered valid information to use
going forward. The evaluation form tool provided for
Tier Il evaluation was identified by staff as not previously
relied upon in the decision-making process as generally,
prioritization of parcels was not an issue. While not
critical previously, it was determined that future
opportunities may rely on Tier Il evaluation tools.

Information within the database is broken into
“themes” representing the values expressed in the
ordinance criteria. These themes were overlaid to form
a composite map that ranks the suitability of lands
within the study area for open space. This became Tier |
in a three-tiered methodology. The purpose of this first
tier was to score all lands within the study area
according to the values expressed in the ordinance. This
Tier is not intended to be parcel specific, but identifies,

Open Space Master Plan Update

City of L%mont

Open Space and Trails Comprehensive Plan

OPEN SPACE CRITERIA

Preservation of natural areas, wildlife
habitat, wetlands, agriculture, and visual
corridors.

Linkages and trails; access to public
lakes, streams, and other usable open
space lands, stream corridors, and scenic
corridors along existing highways.
Conservation of natural resources
including, but not limited to, forest lands,
range lands, agricultural lands, aquifer
recharge areas, and surface water.
District parks devoted to low-impact
recreational uses.

Implementing greenways and open
space policies or strategies of the
Longmont Area Comprehensive Plan.
Urban shaping buffers between or
around municipalities or community
service areas and buffer zones between
residential and non-residential
development.




with a broad brush, those lands that support these values to the greatest extent.

The public input process confirmed the validity of the ordinance criteria for open space lands; additional
criteria emerged that were not part of the ordinance, like the Sustainability Evaluation System (SES). The
public felt that these criteria should be considered secondarily, to help in determining the suitability of a
given parcel for open space. These became Tier Il criteria, intended to be applied once the Tier | analysis
has been completed. These included such considerations as cultural/historic value, location, availability,
and price of the land. Tier Il also goes beyond Tier | to evaluate specific parcels to determine the level or
degree to which they address the individual criteria from the ordinance.

Tier Ill is the level at which decisions are made as to what specific actions or strategies should be used to
preserve a parcel of land that has been found through Tiers | and Il to be worthy of preservation as open
space.

This methodology can be (and very likely will be) applied in reverse. If a parcel of land is offered to the
City as open space, it can be evaluated to determi